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“Malawians are the most welcoming people I've met,” says Green, learning to bear water.

his week PEOPLE goes to the

African nation of Malawi, one of

the poorest countries on earth,
for a special report on the Millenni-
um Villages project. Under the direc-
tion of antipoverty crusader Dr. Jef-
frey Sachs, a United Nations adviser, it
has a simple but staggeringly ambi-
tious goal: to wipe out poverty in a
world where almost half the popula-
tion exists on $2 orless a day and mil-
lions die each year from malnutrition
and diseases that, in richer countries,
are easily cured. Sachs—who has enlist-
ed such celebrities as Bono and Angeli-
naJolie in his cause—targets the most
impoverished towns and villages, cho-
sen on factors such as location and
agricultural needs, and provides the
people there with the materials and
expertise to build heatthier, more pros-
perous lives. One such community is
Gwengwere, Malawi, where corre-
spondent Mary Green spent three days

on the ground watching a new Mil-
lennium Village take root and follow-
ing the story of Gift Msunzi, a 3-year-
old boy with malaria, and his family
as theyraced to save his life. “This fam-
ily’s ordeal was heartbreaking,” says
Green. “I saw firsthand what happens
when people, especially children, don’t
have basic needs, like food, water and
medicine.”

How will life in Malawi change? Lat-
er this year PEOPLE plans to return, to
see whether high hopes pay off in tan-
gible results. For more on Malawi,
including Green’s online reporter’s
notebook and a photographic portfolio,
log on to www.people.com/malawi.
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ONE FATHER'S
WORST DAY
Carrying his son Gift. sick with
malaria, a frantic Patris Msunzi
races through the hatls of Dedza
Hospital in Dedza. Malawi. Below
left, Gift, in convulsions, lies
with a depressor to keep him from
biting his tongue: right. he’s
examined at a clinic near home.







